
REGORI
<3

City of New i ork
Leads in Femi-
nine Defiance of
Law and Order,
but Wave Sweeps
Entire Country.
* \f ia tho crnu'th of r»rimo

/\ among women. With great ease
^ and far less noise than the sex

accomplished Its entrance Into the politicalfield women of recent years
have so enlarged their 'circle of delinquenciesthat to-day they are carryingon what used to be essentially
the tasks of men In the crooked underworld.
Their violations of the law now are

no longer confined to the few offenses
for which women. ten or twenty years
ago ordinarily were made to answer in
a court room. The women of vicious
tendencies have "progressed" Just as

well as the women of high ideals. They
have progressed at an alarming pace.
It seems odd that it has not been
noted before. Whereas, a decade or so

ago the average woman prisoner beforethe bar was arraigned upon some

allied charge growing out of a forbiddenprofession.picking the pockets of
a drunken man, shoplifting, receiving
stolen goods and street brawling, for
example.to-day she is standing trial
as a highway robber, a burglar, forger,
hotel swindler, a runner of contraband
rum, a check raiser and, using the
police term, a "guntoter."
Within the last five months a score

of women have answered to these
charges In tl^e New York courts alone.
Several have appeared as defendants
in higher grade crimes.mail robberiesand bond thefts, automobile lar-
cenies anu uaun. irauua.

Women Crooks Country Over
More Numerous Thau Ever

What Is true of New York is true,
co it has been ascertained, of four
other populous States. From authenticthough unofficial statistics on the
situation it is learned that more
women are being committed to the
prisons, reform schools and houses of
correction In Massachusetts, New Jersey,Pennsylvania and Illinois than at
any time before. The percentage of
increased crime In these States is
varying, and there are yet no tables
from which an average can be struck,
but enough is known to place the five
States In the order of their contrlbu-
tions to the social unrest which seems
to have been national In its character.
As is to be expected. New York, with

its greatest population, le in the lead.
Illinois and Pennsylvania, each contalningtwo huge cities, come next.
Massachusetts is fourth, but New
Jersey, for all its paucity of area, is
crowding the Bay State in feminine
defiance of law and order. There are

obvious reasons why the quota of1
women criminals might be large In
the congested States, but New Jersey
requires study, hi it because ^he lies
between two wicked neighbors? Is it
that crime is infectious? May it not
be that the Broadway White Lights of
evil legend dazzle and tempt even

across the river?
This question suggests another, despitethe explanation that in all thickly

settled communities one must expect
a certain proportion of evildoers,
women among the men. What are

the causes for the increased activitiej
of women in the exploitation of crime?
What has turned woman from a petty
criminal into a desperate and bold
breaker of the law? What has sent
women of quick wit and force of will
into the ranks of professional criminals?Only women born with unusual
shrewdness, with more than the con-
ceaea snare or iniuiuuu imu uhiijihik,

are qualified to dare crime in magnltude.The pitiful little moron of 15
who is "taken up" for running on the
streets at night can never hope, ambitiousas she may be for an adventurouscareer of warfare against society'sconventions, to Irecomo a checkraiseror a purveyor of stolen Liberty
bonds.

It Requires Brains to Be
A "Great" Woman Crook

To become a forger, a hotel swindleror a manipulator of gilt edged
fraud in any line a woman must have
a fair amount of education plus her
native wit and nerve. And these are

the manner of women who now are

going in for crime.
Getting an answer to the foregoing

queries is a tall order. Of five eminentcitizens of New York, men whose
professions place them in a position
to discuss the problem with authority,
only one was outspoken when the
questions were propounded to them.
For the most part the others explainedwoman's invasion of the crime
field as resulting from a general breakingdown of morale, but they would
not undertake to say what had caused
the morale to sag to the point of collapse.One or two risked the opinion
that the present "economic conditions"
wara ir\ HlnmoH AftknH tn unPflfv

Just which economic conditions, .ark
of employment, for Instance, or possiblyotherwise disturbed domestic relations,and they declined to say.
"There are the figures to speaa for

themselves." was the attitude of each.
"Crime among women is becoming
more widespread; It 1« a brutal truth
which we cannot cloak, but we cannot
attempt to catalogue the causes."
The deductions of Dr. Menas 8.!

Gregory, director of the psychopathic
department of Bellevue Hospital, associatethe bold criminal activities of
the present day woman with her tin-
resiricipn mDVHnnnui in every uinci

avenue. But with the nicety of the
skillful surgeon he hastens to separatethe tissues of his exposition of
the crime Impulse from the muscles

®ny criticism of the Nineteenth
atmeindment. If. et.mt. according to
Dr. Gregory's notion, this is the era
of woman. Outlets for the feminine
energies are being provided addition-
ally every day. Woman long has
been recognized as a factor In busl-
nesa.big business, too. She Is now

making her Influence a power it> poll-
tica. For years her rank In the arts
and sciences has been Arm and Is enduring.
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DR. MENAS GREGORY, /

She has contested equality with
man and won. The victory must ko
to the entire sex, not only to those
with intelligence to use the ballot and
with intellect to sit in Congress or

Parliament. Just as the emancipationproclamation of Lincoln freed al
the slaves from the finer grained and
lettered house servant on down to the
humblest, most superstitious, halfwittedfield hand, so when one woman

shook off the shackles the freedom
went for all.
Very well, argues Dr. Gregory,

since every woman has not a bent
for politics, and since not all women
have a taste for the counting room or
the executive ability to run a factory,
and since many more lack the temperamentfor salesmanship, then whv
should not those women of coarser
fiber, observing the success attending
upon the liberty of other women, get
inlo the game, although the' sole outletfor venting energy and enjoying
freedom may be competing with men

superst;
V
INTERESTING reports on the sub-

Ject of superstitions among col-

lege students have been made re-

cently by Dr. F. B. Dressier of the

University of California and Dr. .tames
Dreever of the Edinburgh University,
both of whom demonstrate conclusivelythat young men and woJnen,
and man generally, are governed by
two great impulses: the impulse to
take unchallenged and for granted all
the phenomena of the outer world as

they are and the Impulse to confront
these phenomena with eyes of inquiry
and wonder. (

Superstition thrives everywhere,
and to annihilate many of these beliefs,even in collegiate students, would
be a task that would call for a new

department in psychology.a refuting
department..where the professor copld
convince his students that if they only
trace back far enough they will find
that so-called superstitions are badly
twisted epigrams, anagrams and satiricalutterances of the ancients.

Bugaboo Fever Attacks College
Students and.Others

Business men, collegiate students
and many others presumed to be nor-
mal In every respect have touches of
psychological ailment, or "bugaboo"
fever, that is inherent and more devel-
oped in some than it is in others. The
environment of the superstitiously in-
CJinco is rcsponsioie 10 a great uegreu
for the strength of their belief. Tho
Scotch, the Irish and the Welsh are

steeped in superstition, while all Latin
races are influenced to a great extent
by supernatural beliefs.
The subject of superstition has occupiedthe attention of philosophers,

students and ordinary men from the
time of Aristotle onward, and few subjectsare of more Importance to the
human race than a correct theory of
fallacies.

Several methods have been tried in
treating of superstitions. The simplest
and commonest of all has been merely
to give lists or catalogues of common
superstitions and errors with a vary-
Ing amount of comment by the inves-
tigator. This plan was followed by
Russell L. Gould, who after his servicehad expired in the war went to
the University of Edinburgh for the
spring term of 1010. Mr. Gould wis
one of 2,000 men who had served In the
army and were sent to British universities.the Dtirpo-e being to enable
men to get back into the atmosphere
of the college Hgaln after their army
service and before their return home.
-While arranging a course of study a

copy of Dr. F. Tt. Dressler's report of
7,176 superstitlona. recorded by 875
men and women In the California t'niversltytraining for the teaching profession,was received. It suggested a

similar Investigation and study among
Hootch pedagogical students. Dr.
James Dreever, director of the pay-1
chology department at Edinburgh, cooperatedwith Mr. Gould and 377 girls
and seven men students of the first
and second years In the psychological
department took part In the expert- j
menta.
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Uienist, Bellevue Hospital.
.

in the more hazardous callings of
safe blowing, moonshining. making
counterfeit money and cracking!
banks?

Dr. Gregory is one of those rare in-
dlviduais to be met in this year of'
1922 who is willing to admit that he
sees still swaying and bending the so-

cial fabric of the nation the pernicious
after effects of the world war. Quick
as has been the recovery of America
from the unrest entailed upon her by
the European explosion, in so far as

commerce and banking are affected, Dr.
Gregory sees war scars on all sides in
the social scheme. Most vividly does
he view it in his contemplation of
sex problems. The familiarity be-
tween the sexes which marks sex relationsto-day as contrasted with the;
relations as maintained ten or fifteen
years ago is distinctly a war product
to his thinking, and he finds that the
tearing down of the sex barrier nine
times out of ten is responsible for a

girl's arrest and commitment to a

[TIONS TI
Instructions were written for the stu-1

dents and were as follows: "Besides
our religious beliefs many of us hold
lo certain beliefs or sayings which we
cannot always prove. These sayings
or beliefs are often called superstitions;they may have a greater or a

less effect on the common actions of
our daily lives. We do things or say
things in order that we may be'lucky';
certain signs or happenings indicate
'good luck'; others indicate 'bad luck.'

College Students' Questionnaire
Of Superstitious Beliefs

"On the accompanying slip of paper
write as many superstitions as you
can remember, irrespective of your beliefin them or their effect on you."
Every superstition recorded de-

pended on the memory of each individual,and It Is reported there was
little copying. The total number of
superstitions written was 6,038, of
which 067 were classified as different.
Of this number 48 per cent, of the

superstitions mentioned had some

effect on the Individuals who wrote
them, though 94 per cent, of all the
Individuals were more or less affected,
and those who were the moot affected
recalled the greatest number.

It Is entirely a mistake to Imagine
that originally beliefs were formed as
a result of experience; beliefs are
formed prior to experience and inde-
pendently of It, as this collegiate symposiumproved. Mehaffey, the brainy
"prep" of Trinity College, Dublin, was
wont to remark that blind confidence
Is the primitive attitude of our mind,
and he took for an Illustration the
woman who, when about to leave tho

houseand forgetting something, will:
f

Here Are Som
.1 ... »
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Walk under a ladder? Well, hardly.
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corrective institution. Then, unless t
the unfortunate first offender is a girl a

of sterling character, of undaunted j,
spirit, possessed of vision and of hope, n
Bhe soon becomes a second offender, d
emuiuerea ana naraenea ana eager 10 e

make crime a business, not a pastime. E
as she began It. r

"Many woman have the crime com- t
plex," said Dr. Gregory. "Don't mis- i
understand me; I am not saying that t
it is only women who have it. In-,
deed, there is a crime complex in all h
of us. What I am pointing out is n

that many women whom we least sus- t
pect have the crime complex. It is A
just a matter of how long they can 11
keep their desires suppressed. a

"Suppose a man has a feeling that r

he wants to set something on Are. p
lor tne tnriu or seeing tne nre ap- j

paratus dash by or for the mere pleas- t
ure of looking at the leaping flames i
and the illumination of the skies. But 1
that man also knows that arson is a

crime, for the commission of which r

he may be sent to prison for years.: o

He realizes that by setting a Are he t

endangers lives, to take which he has f
no craving. So he controls his im- v

pulse to burn things; he combats the c

thought and succeeds In putting it I
altogether out of his mind.j v

"Now suppose that some evening he I
is Innocently walking down the street «
and he sees a building suddenly burst s

Into flames, not of his own making. 1
Here, then, is gratification of his most «

cherished desires. Here is opportunity '

to add to his sensation of delight. For c

years he has wanted to set fire to a o

building, but dared not. This is his n
chance. The entire block is going to s

burn anyhow; why not touch his J
matches to the building adjoining the h
nnn nlr^fidv ti hlnvo it flomp fnr I

a few minutes and then walk away f

and leave It to some other casual r

passerby to send in the alarm?\ He .

gives way to the emotions of the
pyromanlac that he has always been.
Yet all the while he deludes himself
that there have been extenuating circumstances;that It was really nothingfor him to Ignite the second buildingbecause undoubtedly it would have
been embraced toy the original flames.
"Thus it is with the woman afflicted

with the crime complex In Its various
phases, She may have the desire to
steal. She may always have craved
wealth, to be obtained at any sacrifice.She may have for years triumphedover an appetite for strong
drinky She may have battled heroicallyagainst various natural urges
and have sincerely felt herself conqueror.Suddenly she perceives a

strange change everywhere. The fever '

of excitement burning' all around her
enters her own veins. She does not
quite understand it, but she is sensl- '

tlve to the sensation. The entire world
looks different to her. As It appears
different, so she accommodates her
views and opinions. All the time her
thoughts, transformed as they may be,
are honest thoughts.to her.

/4 s Everybody Is Stealing Woman
Thinks She May Steal Too

"Everybody, It seems, to the right
and the left of her, is stealing. So she
begins to steal. What's the harm'
The thing would be stolen anyhow.
Or she hears of millions gained

1RIVE IN
reenter the parlor and sit on a chair s

for a second or two. Were she to go t
back and Ret whatever she had for- t

gotten and go out Into the street
without observing this form of seat- c

Ing herself she would have "bad luck." (
Then there is the story of the sail- f

or's superstition about whistling on r

board ship. If a passenger persists In' c

puckering his lips and emitting shrill' t

sounds and an old salt is near, the ^
latter will, as sure as the ratlines are

tarred, come close to him and say:
"We have enough wind whistling
through the skysails now, but if you T

persist you will fetch a gale." s

Everybody knows of the dread some t
people have of opals. This dread was (
all brought about by the plague in \

Venice two centuries ago. Opals had <

become so popular with all classes of; f
Venetians that everybody who could j

afTord them wore them. During the t
height of the plague people were

stricken so suddenly, even in the! t
streets and in the gondolas, that It i

was noticed that the opajs worn i

by many were very brilliant when the s

victim was taken 111, but at the mo- t
ment of death the opals became dull
In appearance. None stopped to think t
that the high fever of the stricken i
wearer affected the opal, which is sub- t

Ject to heat more than any other \

precious stone, and caused its bril- c

liancy, while the chill of death caused f

it to become dull again. But the curse \

of the opal spread all over the world, j
though the Old World, with Its evil 1
eves. Its specters and Its vampires, '.s [
Impossible In our day and on our side t
of the sea, and In spite of the fact i
that Old World superstitions have '

been brought here by Immigrants only t

e Old-Time "Bugaboi

' mi j

Whistle at Jet and bring on a gale. 1
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hrough the simple process of taking
package of bonds from a safe. It

i getting to be quite the fashion to
Ift a block of $100,000 securities these
lays; why not help herself when her
mployer's back is turned? Has she
mt aside temptation to drink because
lice girls didn't do that sort of thing?
til right, but everybody who can get
t is drinking nowadays, so she goes
he limit.
"The stigma of Illegitimate motherloodduring the war was lifted In

lany places. Whero it was not enirelylifted the lapse was condoned,
ind in some countries where it was

Ifted it was only to be replaced with
i premium. It was a patriotic and
toble act to give a child to a deopulatedcountry, especially a eon.

Phe effect of condoning in war time
hat which is considered disgraceful
n times of tranquillity is far reach-
ng.
"Nor must we overlook another elenentIn the new criminal Indulgences

n the part of women. It Is an old
ilement. It Is an element responsible
or the misdeeds of many a woman
nho has never been troubled by a

rime complex.the man Into whose
lower she has fallen rightly or

irrongly. Much of the crime committed
>y women at present without doubt
:ould be traced to the Influence of
ome man or band of men. With a

ew exceptions among certain noted
lupercrooks who feared to cooperate
vlth women, regarding them as un:ertalnquantities and not to be relied
n In case of emergency, the cleverest
nen criminals have always found the
lervices of a smart, attractive woman

telpful. Apparently the organized
lands of outlaws nowadays are havngno difficulty In engaging the asilstanceof competent feminine partlers.
Joes Not Think Women

Sin Because Instigated
"The daily papers are full of cases

vhere women have hired as maids and
ooks wholly to set the stage for a

emuneratlve robbery of their wealthy
imployers by a gang of men burglars.
Vomen sit as blinds and decoys at "

he wheels of automobiles as their
:ompanions go inside a store or home ]
n rnh and nerhans murder. It is
he woman member of the gang who
mters a store, studies the interior arangementaand reports on the locaionof the office and the position of
he safe in its^distance from door or

vlndow. It is the woman who stands
luty as lookout on the corner while
ler partner commits a holdup or

lurglary.
"It would be interesting to know

low many of the women crooks now

oaklng trouble for the police joined
he criminal ranks at the instigation
>f husband or sweetheart as against
hose who have taken up crime as inlependentoperators. That, however,
s something that never will be
tnown; no sir, not even if you could
irrest all the women crooks in tho
Tnited States and could stand them
lp against a wall and take the cenius.Why not? Because you could
lot believe them. I never saw a wommcrook in my life, and I have seen
lundreds of them, whose word you
:ould take."

=

COLLEGI
i comparatively small percentage of. '

he beliefs in the supernatural is found i

imong collegians. | t
"My belief in the fact that to dream <

it a wedding means death," stated one i

California student, "Is founded on the i
act that ten years ago I dreamed that
ny father was being married, and he (
lied in the very same night. He had i

>een ill only three weeks. j <

?ame True That a Dream of
A Wedding Meant Death J

"Again, in 1916, I dreamed that a <

leighborlng farmer was being married, <

ind next day I received a communica- '
Ion from the War Department telling f

>f the death in action of my only sur- 1

riving uncle. My belief In the barking '

>f a dog Is founded on the fact that <

or three weeks during my father's ill-
less a dog near at hand whined and i
larked Incessantly every night." !«
Another student wrote: "I don't 1

hlnk I am more unlucky than others, t

levertheless I have found that putting t

ip an umbrella in the house leads to t
i disappointment, I have experienced 1
hat twice.'-' j 1
Regarding the superstition attached (i

o spilling salt, a student wrote: "For-
nerly I always scoffed at the super- I
itltion regarding salt, but during one 1
veek end we had a very unfortunate t
incurrence at home. I happened to J
ipill some salt, and an old country; i

toman who was present begnn to I
irophecy most dolefully. Two days t
ater our family was bereaved." 11
Wearing apparel as a means of

irlnging bad luck In Its train Is em- e

ihaslzed in the following testimony: 1
The only thing I am really superstl- r

loua about ia tha wearinsr of areen. 11

:>s" Familiar to Near

It's sure unlucky to spill tho salt.'

922.
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Another explanation of woman's"
plunge Into the crimes of enormity,
such, as housebreaking, forgery anil
?rand larceny, is her discovery that
the penalty for stealing a J500 dianondring in a Fifth avenue shop is
jut little heavier than the penalty for
purloining a filled gold ring from a

rhird avenue shop. It's the same as

:o housebreaking. The woman who
used to sneak around the eastern
?dges of The Bronx ringing doorbells
sn different pretenses and entering
when she ascertained no one was at
lome has learned that the punishnent,if detected, for taking Mrs.
lohn Doe's plated tableware and mod»stwardrobe Is not much more, if
iny, than for entering Mrs. Richard)
Roe's Riverside Drive apartment and
bundling up real silver and a costly
rur coat or two.
This inquiry into conditions which

.ielded the surprising Information that
the entrance of women into the crime
irena was general over five of our prin-
ipal States came about through the pubicatlonlast week of a short paragraph
elating to the Bedford Hills Reformatoryfor Women In Westchester county.

SS WORL
rhis Is because ever so many people
whom I know have worn green and
hey have always had a relative who
lied soon afterward. I have never yet
teen one case which has not come
true."
The attitude of so-called "fatalism"

idopted by many soldiers during the
war, commonly expressed In the en-

ouragement given to recruits that "If
i shell carries your number it will get,
rou, and if it doesn't then there's noth-
UK id wurry auuui, pernaps iiau gume

iffect on the people at home. The soliierin a way personified the bearer of
lis bad luck, as there was usually no

ipparent author; it was something
nanimate over which he had no con:rol,and yet it seemed to hold control
if his destiny.
While many of the collegiate stuientsinsisted that they were not governedby fallacies, and that their be-

ief in superstitions amounted to
lothing important, It Is apparent from
ho tenor of the written answers that
hese bugaboos do have a greater or
esscr effect on the actions and daily
ives of many who are timid about
icknowledging them.
Many cio ruimu mat to vi.su a now

>orn baby without something In the
tand la very unlucky. They forget
hat all children in swaddling clothes
ust love to be "rattled" to sleep, and.
vhlle the rocking of an empty cradle
s consldef-ed unlucky for the baby,
he operation Is said to be excellent
or tender feet.
No good housewife la likely to make

l bed without turning the mattress;
n fact. In many homes If the bed was

lot made properly It would be unlucky
or the maid who attended to such an

ly Everybody

"!'» found a horacahoc "

<
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lent of Bedford Reformatory.

[The news Item barely set forth that the

Institution^ v.a» rapklly filling up and

girls than ever before. call upon Dr.
Amos T. Baker, the superintendent, confirmedthat statement and led Indirectly
to the uncovering of the facts related as

existing' to the east and west of New
York.

It was also learned that the Increase
in the number of Inmates at Bedford
Hills was but vicarious testimony to the
question in hand. Inquiry among variouscity magistrates brought out the
tidings that Bedford, reformatory that
it is. once upon a time needed a little
reforming itself. There was all sorts of
trouble two or three years ago in the institution.most of which while fomented
and engineered by the irrepressible
young inmates themselves, constituted a

severe Indictment of the then management.There was a perfect chain of
riots, "strikes" and escapes. A housee'eaningwas ordered and the order was

carried out, hut in the meantime many
city magistrates, dubious of the reformatoryaccomplishments of the place, declinedto send young girls there when it
was possible to commit them elsewhere.
A. numb'r of cases were placed on probationoutright and a number of others
were disposed of by sending the young

|
»lh

D OVER
/.

important duty, so the fetish that it'
is unlucky to turn the mattress while
making the bed is badly bolstered.
The old Scotch saying that when

a bride enters her new home a ban-
nock, or oat cake, should be broken
over head is true in the highlands and
lowlands of the land of heather. If Is
an old Pict custom, typifying fertility.
Just as the scattering of rice and the
orange blossoms wreathing the bride's
hair mean the same thing.
Natural Reasons Why Walking

Under Ladder Is Unlucky
The superstition of walking under

a ladder came about from the number
of accidents in olden times when the
sidewalks were narrow, sloping and
slippery, and unless the ladder was

held firmly against the wall or side
of the building it would fall. That is
why an extra man is often seen leaningagainst the lower part of a ladder
while another man climbs it to do the
work that is necessary. The fallacy
about passing under the ladder and
making a wish was necessitated by
expediency.the gutter being wide and
overflowing.and the pedestrian hoped
that no whitewash, paint or hot melted
lead would drop on his topper. As to

the crossing of the fingers while going
under a ladder that originated from
the olden time custom of blessing
one's self in token of the ladder used
to take the body of the Lord from the
cross.
The horseshoe myth is, or should he,

understood by every college professor
to be derived from much the same

symbolic meaning as the rtce, orange
blossoms or oai caso. n «.<"

phallic symbol of fullness, and the'
seven holes, four to one side and three
to the other, represented the septenarysymbol, or mystic seven, which
surcharge* all Biblical history.
White horses have from ancient)

time* been associated with mourning,
and even the Arab looked for a bit of
coloring either In mane or fetlock to

overcome the Ingrained antipathy of
ages toward the use of a whlfe horse
for any menial purpose. The crossing
In front of a funeral Is either an Indicationof gross disrespect or aberration,and that the heefle ticks the death
ivatoh or a cricket chirps out a warningof death is an old Celtic fetish that
has long since disappeared with the
passing of the hedge schoolmaster in
Ireland.
The emotion of fear exercises a

profound Influence on belief. The,
thing feared draw* the mental attentionso strongly ns to induce belief in,
its existence where a calmer mind
would see nothing to Justify such belief.Common superstitions owe much
of their fnr<?e to the operation of this
emotion.
The pleasant fallacies written by

nil youth, have contributed their quota
of superstitious beliefs to the literatureof all landa. but In theae days of
progressive thought and material advancementthe bugaboo* of our forebears'yesterdays must go glimmeringlike the dreams of things that
were. Nevertheless, as the collegiate?
questionnaire would tndirale, all of tie

re more or fc*»s fanciful.
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W'omart of Brains
Turning, to Field
of Forgery, Bond "

Thefts, Shop Lifting,Burglary anc

Pocket Picking.
.
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prisoners to orphanages and rellglir4
refuges.
More confidence Is now placed In Be

ford, or rather In the managemen \
There has not been any sort of an out
Lreak within more than a year. The disciplineof the place, though remaining
rigid, has been made to appear softened
by carefully planned relief In themonottrnm
ui.jr wl luuimc. '-""f""""" " * '

lious prisoners have almost entirely
^.-e^sed. Consequently, the committing
magistrates In the city are turning once
again to Bedford, and the Institution la
now getting rases which It would not
have been asked to take a year or so

ago.
To-day there are In Bedford Hills 255

girls, thirty of whom were admitted laat
month, setting a record for the reformmatory.Of course, these Inmates are

scarcely to be called criminals. Rather
they are delinquents, averaging in age
about 19 (only girls from 16 to 30 are
sent to Bedford) and In intelligence
averaging a trifle more than 11 years.
Nevertheless, they must be considered
In a discussion of crime among women,
for these first offenders are largely representativeof the type from which the
toughened woman lawbreakers are developed.
Supt. Baker Reports Many
Positions Open for Paroled Women

At the same time, while many now In
Bedford might not have been sent there
a few months ago. being placed on probationInstead, the bare circumstance of
the original arrest has a bearing on the
Increase of crime among women. Major
Baker.Dr. Baker that is.he was a

major during the war and his Job was
the mental observation of military prisoners.doesnot believe that the lack of
employment., or any of other so-called
"economic conditions," has a great deal
to do either with the swelling roster
of Bedford Hills or the heavy Influx of
women Into the prisons where are sent
the habitual criminals and those first
offenders guilty of important crime.
He submits that as the institution

has more offers of positions for girls
about to be released on parole than it
can fill, there can be no serious shortage
of Jobs for girls anywhere. Added to

with delinquents has told him that girls
In the main go astray for but one of
two reasons.either on account of cruel
or careless rearing or because they prefer"the easiest way." If more women
arc turning to crime now than ever
before, says Dr. Baker, it Is because
they are Inherently vicious and have
the deep rooted yearning of every born
crook to get something for nothing. It
If. that desire, he says, to take all and
give nothing In return that breeds
crime.*-likewise. Dr. Baker sees, along with
Dr. Gregory,,)!) the trend of women towardcrimes of magnitude an aftermathof the war. The nation's Joyrlrie
In 1919, with Its riotous high wages and
high fiflces, he says, dazed a tot of
women Tand "they never have recovered ~~

consciousness. They have been Bnable
to appreciate the law of average. They
can't see why wages shouldn't now be
as high. If not higher, and as for high
limes, they simply must have them.
And. since wages, now are not high
enough to provide high times, these
women are going to get the money any
way they can. with any weapon they
can obtain, whether It Is the footpad's
revolver, the thug's blackjaclr. the
foi-ger's fountain pen. the burglar's
jimmy or the bootlegger^ steering
wheel.
As the Interviewer wee turning away

from Pr. Gregory. to revert to the 'alienistIn closing. he asked a final question:
"What sort of professional crooks do

women make?"
"They ran be bold and most desperate."remarked th" alienist. "Remember

what Kipling said.'deadlier than the
male'."

"Yes. but what sort of an artistic sue.
cess?"
"That I'll leave to the world. So many

of 'em are being caught and sentenced
you have material for this article."

4Collecting' Fad
Makes a Pest Out

of Many a Man

MO woman who haa a collector
for a husband will be sur-

^ priaed at the action for divorcebrought recently by a wife
against a husband of that kind for
what she called desertion. She might
have gone further and pleaded cruel
and inhuman treatment, for the man

who gathers in picture post cards or
postage stamps or what not will go

beyond neglect, if he has to, in pursuitof hia illicit passion.
"Collecting" is a common trait

nmonr lunatics, who will nick nn anie

bit of paper and secrete It among;
their treasures. Some aperies of birds
that are attracted by everything; that
glisters share this passion. So do
many mown men and women who are

allowed to so at large, and it is found
in all classes of races who claim to ha
civilized. Why anybody, otherwise
sensible, should pay money for a dirty,
canceled stamp with Illegible lettering.
Is a puazlc to me. It Is one to most
such collectors also, at least they
can give no good reason for It and
one may nssume that stamps are collectedfor the mere sake of collecting.
A born collector is Just what the

name Implies and he begins literally
in lie rrndle. I knew a baby who
used to hide his empty bottles under
the mattress of his crib, to the puazlrmentof his nurse, and whd cried
lustily when his trove was looted.
That child when he grows up ought
never to l<e allowed to marry. It Is
easy to fancy him rotng through life
collecting buttons, cards of bMaebull
heroes, every sort of rubbish np to
socona ram .Japanese pnnn. n« is
bound to m»ke a lovlna wife unhappy.
Such "bom" collectors cutJ out

po°m«, pictures, ftr from newspapers
and ninKaxines and pass on to the
hoarding of nil Kind of worthleMhees.
With each phone the one preceding it
In forgotten on It had never been-and
Its honrd is thrown on the dust heap.
Hut no phnse can tench the collector
wisdom or to put n limit on his pa ftfcd
slon. which Is carried ovjr to a n«I


